AD1 TOEFL Spring 2010

Friday 9:20-10:50

Instructor: Wendy Gough

Email address: wednesdaysensei@hotmail.com
Homepage: http://wendysintoenglish.com/
Textbook:s: Mastering Skills for the TOEFL iBT-Reading Test, and Listening Test
Course Content

In the TOEFL course you will learn listening and reading skills to help you improve your TOEFL score. The course will focus on strategies for notetaking, answering the questions, vocabulary, and active listening and reading skills. 

Grading Procedure

Quizzes/homework





50%

Participation/attendance, overall improvement

50%

Materials

· Your textbook and a notebook 

Course Requirements

· In class you will complete activities in the textbook 
· You will complete a vocabulary quiz when we finish each section of the textbook consisting of words from the textbook and other vocabulary words that come up in class-I will put practice activities onto the AD1 & 2 TOEFL and TOEIC webpage
· You will complete monthly online listening homework activities
Course policies:

You must come to class on time and prepared to participate.

· More than 3 unexcused absences will result in a failing grade 

· If are more than 10 minutes late you will be considered absent 

· Turn off your cell phones

Online Listening Homework

For the online listening homework portion of the TOEFL class, you will choose listening topics from websites that can be found on the AD1 & 2 TOEFL and TOEIC page on Wendy’s homepage

· Choose an interesting topic and listen to the conversation or story, then write a reflection paper about the topic and upload it to the TOEFL file folder on the Writing Studio class page

· Do 1 listening assignment each month and turn it in by 5:00 P.M. on the due date
· You will receive 20 points toward your homework grade for each listening assignment you turn in. Your grades will be based on successful completion of the homework.
Due Dates

April 23
May 21

June 18

July 9

How to Write a Reflection Paper

Your reflection paper should have 2 paragraphs.
· Write a summary of the listening (5 sentences). In the summary, you should tell the contents of the listening in your own words. You do not need to include every detail, just the main or most important points.

· Write a paragraph to explain your opinion

Example Reflection Paper (Adapted from a paper written by Yoshiko Akita, 2008)

Online Listening Homework 1

~Poultry Farms with Unhappy Neighbors? Plant Some Trees~ 

Yoshiko Akita

According to Jerilyn Watson there are problems around poultry farms such as dust, ammonia and smells; however, planting trees around the farms is a good way to solve these problems.  Scientists show that when we plant just three rows of trees near poultry farms they clean the air and make the odor better.  They also help farmers save money by making the air in the house cooler or warmer.  In planting trees we had better use trees that lose their leaves in the fall or have waxy surface’s leaves for the place nearest to the poultry farms.  For the second and third rows evergreen trees are recommended.  We should also take care which kind of tree is the best for the place we want to plant.

I was surprised to know this information because planting trees has many benefits.  I think that it is good not only for poultry farms but also for environmental issues and our future!  It is also surprising that only three rows of trees can be helpful for cleaning the air. I always thought we need a lot of trees like a forest to clean the air, so I felt they have so much strong power.  Recently oil prices are getting higher and it is a huge problem. So it is good that trees can help heat or cool our house too. It is a great way for us to help the environment and this information should be told all over the world!

