CIE 1 Reading Fall 2011

The Scarlet Letter

Vocabulary

As you read The Scarlet Letter, refer to this list of vocabulary to help you understand the text.

Chapter 1
Scarlet: Red
P. 3

Prison: The place where people who do bad things have to stay
Beards: The hair that grows on a man’s chin

Mercy: Kindness
Customs: Habits, traditions

P. 4

Sensible: Having good sense

Magistrates: The people in government

Shame: Embarrassment

Merciful: Nice, kind

Appeared: To come out of a place

Proudly: Feeling too good about yourself (other people think it is kind of bad)

Ashamed: Embarrassed

Misfortune: When something bad happens to you

P. 6

The scaffold: A high platform that is used for punishing people

Criminals: People who do very bad things
Punishment: What happens to you for doing something bad

Bravely: Without fear

Village: A very small town

P. 7

Amsterdam: A famous city in Europe

Marketplace: An outside shopping area
Bosom: Breast

Violently: A very strong action

A stranger: An unknown person
The questioner: A person who is asking a question
P. 8

Refuses: To say you will not do something
Adultry: When a married person has sex with someone who isn’t their husband or wife
P. 9
Feared: To be afraid of something
Balcony: A veranda

Soul: The part of a person that does not die

Persuade: To try to make someone do something

P. 10

Brought tears to their eyes: To make someone cry from happiness

The path to heaven: A religious feeling that you will go to heaven when you die

Be silent: To not say anything

Feel sorry for: Feel bad for another person’s condition

Guilty: Doing something that is against the law

An open battle: A big fight

Evil: Something very bad, the devil

Whispered: To speak very quietly

P. 12
Violent: A strong action

Screamed: To cry loudly

The edge of the crowd: The side of the crowd

P. 13

Revenge: When you hurt someone because they hurt you before

Coldly: In an unfriendly way

Hesitated: Paused, did not do something right away

Her eyes were full of doubt: She did not believe he was telling the truth

‘I have thought of death’: I have thought about killing myself

‘I have wished for it’: I have really wanted it

Suffer: to feel very bad or hurt by something

Trembling: Shaking

Weak: Not strong

Stupid: Not smart

P. 14

 A man of books and learning: With a lot of education

‘I have greatly wronged you’: I have done something very bad to you

I wish you no harm: I don’t want anything bad to happen to you

Dark and confident: Serious and strong
I shall read it on his heart: I will understand his feelings easily
I shall see it in his eyes: I will see his guilt in the way he looks at people

Inform the law: Tell the police

Confused: To not understand something

You have kept your lover’s secret: You have not told anyone who your baby’s father is

P. 15

You and yours, Hester Prynne, belong to me: You are mine, I own you

Keep my secret: Do not tell anyone who I am

Suddenly: A very quick action

Say openly who you are: Tell everyone who you are

P. 16

Perhaps: Maybe

Pretend not to know me: Act like you do not know me

Stared at: To look at someone or something for a long time

The expression in his eyes: The look in his eyes

P. 17

Sinned: Did something bad according to God

Governor: The leader of the city

Employment: work, jobs

P. 18

Judges: People who decide what is right or wrong
An outsider: Someone not allowed to do usual social things

Accusing silence: Not saying anything, but showing you think someone is a bad person

Reminded: To make someone remember something

Moods: Happy, sad, etc.

Godly families: Families who go to church

Stones: Rocks

To speak to… in person: To talk to someone face to face

P. 19

Worried: Nervous, scared

A servant: A person who is paid to work in a house

At the moment: Now

Heavy chairs: Big, strong chairs

To cry for: To ask for
The young priest’s health had been poor: Not healthy

Knowledge: To know a lot about something

P. 20

Hester stood in the shadow of a curtain, half hidden: Stood a little bit behind a curtain so she could not be seen easily

The right person to teach this child the ways of God: A good person to teach the child (Pearl) how to be a good person

Teach her the truths of heaven and earth: To teach about God and how to live well

I pass on to…: Teach

Wise: Someone who is smart and thinks deeply
A better and wiser person: A good and smart person

P. 21

She escaped through the open door: She ran out the door

Explained: Told about

‘She is my happiness, my pain!’: She is the only thing I have in my life
Her voice high and afraid: A worried, scared voice

P. 23

Not part of God’s plan: Not what God wants

Further sin: Doing other bad things

With God’s great mercy: God’s kindness

God’s gift: God’s kindness

Speak well for: To say nice or good things about someone

Looked round: Looked around

P. 24

She is her mother’s daughter: Her character is similar to her mother’s

The child’s nature: The child’s character or personality

Godly man: A religious man

A window was thrown open: Quickly opened

More than a little mad: Crazy

P. 25

Medical men: Doctors

The young priest’s health began to fail: He started to have bad health

Pale: When your skin has little color

Greatly respected: People thought very highly of him
Pleased: Very happy
P. 26

Offered to: To say you will do something to help another person

Turned away all advice: To say you don’t want advice or help

His voice trembled: His voice was not strong

A habit: Something you do all the time

Put these questions to him: Asked him questions

Medical advisor: Doctor

To spend much time together: To do a lot of things with another person

Patient: The person whom a doctor helps

Suspected: Guessed

P. 27
Arranged for: Made a plan for

Graveyard: A cemetery-where they put dead people

Spoke of: Talked about

Mr. Dimmesdale would be the winner of this battle: To become healthy by winning a fight against the Devil

P. 28

He dug into the priest’s soul, like a man searching for gold: He tried very hard to find the important secret

Opposite: On the other side of …

A gravestone: Something that tells who is buried there

… then went on: Continued talking

Pearl looked as beautiful as the day: Very beautiful

Behaving: Acting

P. 29

No respect for others: Doesn’t think or care about how other people feel

Delighted: Very happy

At that moment: Just then
Shouted: Spoke loudly

Nasty old man: Mean old man

P. 30

Speak freely: Say what you want to say

P. 31

Injury: A part of your body that is hurt
To involve yourself in…: To become part of …

He has done a wild thing: He has done something crazy or bad

The hot passion of his heart: A strong feeling in his heart

As expected: Something you know will happen

P. 32

A deep, slow-burning cruelty: Wanting to do something very mean to another person

Enemy: Someone you really hate

Black trouble: A dark secret or problem

P. 33

Dishonest: Someone who tells lies

Hour after hour: For a very long time

Silently: Without sound

Discovery: To be seen by someone else or to have someone find your secret

A feeling of great horror: A very scary feeling

Echoed through the night: Could be heard far away
P. 34
Sounds of feet hurrying towards him: to hear someone coming fast

Nightshirt: A kind of pajamas

Became calmer: Became less scared or angry

Noticed: Saw

These words had passed his lips: He had said…

P. 35
Will run around knocking on doors: Will go to the houses and wake people up

Night-clothes: Pajamas

Mistress: Mss

Half-frozen to death: Very, very cold

To laugh loudly and wildly: A crazy laugh

Measured: Checked the size of something

Burial-clothes: The special clothes you wear when you are dead

Climbed up the steps: Went up the steps

Immediately: Right away

P. 36

The moment of passionate feeling had passed: The strong feeling was finished

Public: All people

Not in the daylight of this world: Not while we are alive
A meteor: A ball of fire that goes quickly across the sky
P. 39

Madness: Craziness

The terror in his voice: A very scared voice

Her position in the town: The way other people think about her

Rather: Very

Patiently: Without getting angry

The poor: People who have no money to live

When sunshine came again: When things got better again

Beneath: Under
P. 40

Felt able to face: Felt like she could talk to …

Driving the priest into madness: Making the priest go crazy

In short: Now

Cruel: Very mean

Gentleman: Man (polite)

Discussing: Talking about

I earn the right to be rid of …: I have been good long enough to not …

P. 41
A cruel look in his eyes: A very mean look

Getting enjoyment from: Having a good time

Cried: Said

You cause him to die a living death: Make him feel terrible like he wants to die

Thrown from his church into a prison: Taken from his good place in society and punished

Suffered: To feel deep pain

P. 43

But there is no good for me, no good for you, no good for little Pearl: Everything is bad for us

Forgive: Stop being angry

The edge of the water: Next to the water

P. 44

A sharper voice than she had ever used before: An angrier voice than ever before

I’ll shut you in the dark cupboard: A kind of punishment

P. 45
Returning: Coming home

The path through…: The walkway through (the forest)

Hides: Goes away and can’t be seen

P. 46

Gone by: Walked past

Branch: Part of a tree

Storm: Very bad weather

P. 47
I could talk to openly: Someone I could tell any secret to

For a moment: A short time

P. 49
This deadly enemy: This person who will kill me (Roger Chillingworth)

Advise: Give me advice

P. 50

The yellow leaves will show no sign of a white man’s feet: A place where no white people have been

A short journey: A short trip

Alone: All by yourself, with no friends

P. 51
Something which he had thought was dead I him: He thought he would never be happy again

Sooner: Before

P. 52
Glad: Happy

Forehead: The art of your head between your eyes and hair

P. 53
Hurry up: Come quickly

Quieten her: Make her be quiet

Beside: Next to

P. 55
That was not kind: That was not nice

Hand in hand: Holding hands

Making arrangements: Making a plan

P. 56

The old world: Europe (America= the new world)

Offer: Give

Privately: By themselves without other people watching them

The captain: The person who drives a boat

Election sermon: A speech after an election

A most suitable way: A very good way

We can meet our master: The Devil

P. 57

His study: An office in your house

Sermon: A religious speech

The long walk in the fresh air: The long walk outside

Double meanings: Good and bad meanings

P. 58

Yes, gone to another world: 1. Gone to Heaven. 2. Gone to Europe

I don’t expect to be with my people another year: I’m leaving

Most watchful friend: A friend who sees everything

P. 59

Townspeople: The people who live in a town

Marching: A formal way of walking

P. 60

Among: With

Sun-burnt faces: Made dark by the sun

The two men went their separate ways: Went in different directions

P. 61

Ship-fever: sea sickness

Doubtful: Unclear

P. 63

Those who have signed their names in his book: The devil’s book. People wrote their names in the Devil’s book to show they believed in him instead of God

P. 64

A growing misery: Slowly feeling worse about something

P. 65

…to do the thing that I failed to do seven years ago: To finally say that I’m Pearl’s father

P. 68

You have escaped me: You have gotten away

P. 69

Various: Several

No mark at all: Nothing on his chest

Extraordinary: Amazing

P. 72

She had returned willingly: Because she wanted to
