CIE1 Reading Fall 2011
The Scarlet Letter 

Reading & Vocabulary Questions 

As you read The Scarlet Letter answer the following questions about the text and vocabulary. 

We will check your answers at the beginning of each class. Failure to complete the weekly reading assignments will result in a lower final grade for the class, so even if it is difficult just do your best to answer the questions.

· Remember to use your own words when answering the questions. Try not to copy your answers from the book.

· For the vocabulary questions, go to the page where the phrase or sentence is written, read the sentences around the phrase and try to guess the meaning. Try not to use your dictionary!

Week 1: Pp. 1-5

Reading

What did the man find in the box? What happened when he held it to his chest?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Who were the men and women waiting for Hester to come out of the prison?

How did the men and women feel? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

One woman says “She ought to die!” “She brought shame on all of us!” What did Hester do?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Vocabulary

· (P. 3) Hard-faced ____________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

· (P. 3)The seventeenth century: __________________________________
Week 2: Pp. 6-10

Reading

Why did Hester have to stand on the platform?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Who was standing at the edge of the crowd? How did Hester feel when she saw them? Why do you think she felt this way?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Usually the punishment for adultery is death. Why did they give Hester a different punishment?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What did the priests ask Hester to do? Why do you think she said “No”?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Vocabulary

· (P. 6) Met their death _________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
· (P. 9) … and was glad to have the staring crowd between herself and him ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
·  (P. 10) Went straight to people’s hearts ___________________________

___________________________________________________________ 
Week 3: Pp. 12-16

Reading

Who came to see Hester in the prison? Why did he come to see her?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Does Hester trust the man? Why or why not?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What does the man ask Hester to promise to do? Why do you think he makes her take the promise?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Vocabulary
· (P. 12) … ‘and soon you will have peace in your house’ ______________
__________________________________________________________

· (P. 13) The shadow of shame ___________________________________
___________________________________________________________

·  (P. 14) A man of books and learning _____________________________
___________________________________________________________
Week 4: Pp. 17-20

Reading
Where did Hester go to live? What did she do to make money?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Explain Pearl

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Why did Hester go to the Governor’s house?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Week 5: Pp. 21-24

Reading

What advice does Mr. Dimmesdale give the governor? What does the governor decide to do?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Who is Mistress Hibbins? What does she want to do?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Vocabulary 
· (P. 17) Clever with a needle ____________________________________
___________________________________________________________

· (P. 18) Accusing silence________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

· (P. 18) To speak to… in person _________________________________
___________________________________________________________
· (P. 21) You know what is in my heart _____________________________

___________________________________________________________
Week 6: Pp. 25-31
Reading

How did Mr. Dimmesdale’s health begin to change? Why do you think it changed?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Why do you think Roger Chillingworth wanted to become good friends with Mr. Dimmesdale?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What did the people in the town think of Roger Chillingworth? Why do you think they felt this way?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What do you think is making Mr. Dimmesdale sick?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What do you think Roger Chillingworth sees on Mr. Dimmesdale’s chest?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Vocabulary

· (P. P. 25) Made his home in…___________________________________
· (P. 27) Not all he pretended to be ________________________________

___________________________________________________________
· (P. 28) The need to know burned in him like a fever __________________
___________________________________________________________

· (P. 29)To cover it all up in her heart ______________________________
___________________________________________________________
Week 7: Pp. 32-38
Reading
What did Roger Chillingworth begin to do?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What did the people think about Mr. Dimmesdale? Why?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Where does Mr. Dimmesdale go on the sleepless summer night? Why do you think he goes there?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Who does Mr. Dimmesdale meet on the sleepless summer night? What do they do together? Why?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What do they see in the night sky? What do you think it means?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Vocabulary
· (P. 32) The guilt and shame eating away at his heart _________________
___________________________________________________________

· (P. 35) His heart jumped _______________________________________
· (P. 36) The great judgment day _________________________________
___________________________________________________________

· (P. 36) The strange unearthly light _______________________________
___________________________________________________________
Week 8: Pp. 39-44
Why do you think Hester’s position in the town changed?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Why does Hester want to talk with Roger Chillingworth?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Does Roger agree or disagree with Hester? Why?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What does Hester tell Pearl about the Scarlet Letter and the minister holding his hand over his heart? Is it the truth or a lie?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Vocabulary

· (P. 39) A house was darkened by trouble __________________________
___________________________________________________________

· (P. 40) I hear news of… _______________________________________
___________________________________________________________

· (P. 41) We once lived as husband and wife ________________________
___________________________________________________________

· (P. 43) You planted the evil _____________________________________
___________________________________________________________
Week 9: Pp. 45-50
Reading
Why did Hester and Pearl go to the forest?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What does Hester tell Mr. Dimmesdale about? What is his reaction?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Where do they decide to go?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Vocabulary
· (P. 46) His touch was as cold as death ____________________________

___________________________________________________________

· (P. 47) Buried his face in his hands ______________________________
___________________________________________________________

· (P. 49) We are not the worst sinners in the world ____________________
___________________________________________________________
Week 10: Pp. 51-58

Reading

How did Mr. Dimmesdale change after the meeting in the forest?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What does Pearl do when Hester takes the Scarlet Letter off her chest? Why do you think she reacts this way?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Why do you think Pearl washes her face after Mr. Dimmesdale kisses her?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Vocabulary

· ( P. 51) To put it into words _____________________________________
___________________________________________________________
· (P. 52) You will see her now with fresh eyes _______________________
___________________________________________________________

· (P. 56) He made his way back into the town ________________________
___________________________________________________________
Week 11: Pp. 59-62
What is the reason for the celebration in the market-place?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How did Mr. Dimmesdale’s voice sound as he gave his sermon?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Vocabulary

· (P. 59) I will be beyond your reach _______________________________
___________________________________________________________
· (P. 61) No more words were spoken ______________________________

___________________________________________________________

Week 12: Pp. 63-68
Reading

Why does Mr. Dimmesdale want Hester and Pearl to go onto the scaffold with him?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What happens to Mr. Dimmesdale?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Vocabulary

· (P. 65)Threw her arms around his knees __________________________
___________________________________________________________
· (P. 65) His face was the face of a man already half dead ______________
___________________________________________________________
Week 13 Pp. 69-72

What do the townspeople say about the scene on the scaffold?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Where do Hester and Pearl go? Why?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Why do you think Hester comes back to the cottage?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Did you like The Scarlet Letter? Why or why not?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Vocabulary

· (P. 69) More than one report: ___________________________________

___________________________________________________________

· (P. 72) She had returned willingly ________________________________

___________________________________________________________
