AD1 & 2 Writing Spring 2011
Tuesday 11:00-12:30

Instructor: Wendy Gough

Email address: wednesdaysensei@hotmail.com
Homepage: http://wendysintoenglish.com/
Office Hours:  Before and after school

Textbook: Reason to Write Advanced Student Book

Course Outline

The 2011 AD 1 & 2 Writing course is designed to help you improve your critical thinking and writing skills as you work on a variety of types of essays and journal assignments. You will learn grammar, vocabulary, and sentence structures useful for the various essays covered in the class. You will also be introduced to study and research skills that will help you find information to supplement and strengthen your ideas for the various types of essays you learn to write.
Over the course of the semester you will be expected to complete the assignments to the best of your ability and to use the things you learn in class, the peer review activities, and instructor’s advice to improve your critical thinking and writing skills.
Materials:

· If you use the computers in the computer lab, you will need a USB drive to save your writing assignments 
· 2 notebooks: 1 for taking notes and 1 for your journal. 

Grading: Your grade will be based on the following:

Attendance and participation, improvement



50%

Successful completion of writing assignments



50%

Assignment Grading: Your written assignments and journals will be graded on a scale of 1-10. 

1-4 = needs improvement or not completed satisfactorily

5-7 = good but can be improved

8-10 = excellent

Grades for your written assignments will be based on the following criteria

· Understanding of the general format of an essay  = 20%

· Understanding of the type of essay assigned        = 40%

· Grammar, sentence structure, and mechanics      = 40%

**** Pay attention to the directions for each assignment and turn them in ON TIME! I will not accept late assignments without a good reason. If you are given an assignment from the textbook or a print, you must complete it and be ready to discuss the assignment in the next class. Failure to do so will result in a lower participation grade for the course.
Course policies:

You must come to class on time and prepared to participate.

· More than 3 unexcused absences will result in a failing grade 

· If are more than 10 minutes late you will be considered absent 

· Turn off your cell phones

· Come to class prepared: do not forget your textbooks and other materials. If you forget your textbook, ask for copies before the class begins
Types of Assignments

Written assignments: Your essays will cover the various topics we learn about in class. We will do activities in class to prepare for writing each essay. Once the essay preparation is completed, you will be given 2 weeks to write the essay and submit it by email. Once you have submitted your essay, you will either do a peer review activity or receive advice from Wendy. After that you will be expected to use the advice to revise and rewrite your essay. 

· Your essay grade will be determined based on the revised version.

· You will type your essays in Microsoft Word and submit them to Wendy attached to an email. Pay attention to the directions for each assignment and turn them in ON TIME! I will not accept late assignments without a good excuse.
You will receive a written assessment for each of your essays. The assessment will give you a score for language, style, structure, and mechanics (grammar, etc.) and some advice to help you improve your writing. You can find a copy of the assessment form below.
Textbook Assignments: Most textbook activities will be completed in class, but you will sometimes have homework from the textbook. When you have textbook homework, we will check your answers in class. You must complete the homework before coming to class and be prepared to share your answers with your classmates as well as discuss the activity with the class at large.
Journals: Journals are a great way to free write about a variety of topics. They help you think of ideas for your writing and can give you good ideas to use in your essays. 
How to write a journal 

A journal is a freewriting exercise that will help you learn how to organize your ideas in a timely manner. 

In your journal you do not have to worry about grammar, spelling, or punctuation. Just think of some ideas about your topic and write! 
· While you should not take more than 10-15 minutes to write your journal entries, you should write at least 5 sentences or about ½ page in your notebook

· If you are writing an opinion, try to give good reasons and examples to support your opinion. Your reasons and examples can come from personal experience, things you learn in other classes, or things related to culture or society

· You will write 3 journal entries each week and your journals will be collected and checked once a month

Journal Topics: You will be given a list of journal topics but you are free to write on any topic you wish. The topics on the list are similar to TOEFL writing topics and are designed to help you think more deeply about subjects facing us today.
Journal grading: Your journals will be checked for content but your grade will be based on successful completion of the required number of entries. Grammar or spelling will not be considered in your journal grade. Your journals will be read each month and will be added to your class participation grade.
· You should write 3 journal entries each week
· Keep your journals in a separate notebook from your writing class notes and use a notebook that has enough pages to cover the entire year so that you can see your writing progress over time

· Write the date at the top of the journal entry and do not write more than 2 entries per page in your notebook

Journal Due Dates
May 10 (9 entries)

June 7 (9 entries)

July 5 (9 entries)
Format for Written Assignments

Your assignments must be typed and saved in Microsoft Word documents and sent to me via email. All assignments should be in 12-point font, be aligned left, and have your name, the date, and the assignment title in the top left hand corner of the page. 
· Don’t forget to indent 5 spaces (just hit ‘tab’ one time) when you start a new paragraph

· At the end of each sentence put one space before beginning the next sentence
Sachiko Kuomoto
September 10, 2010                         

Summary #1

In the story “Hitching Rides Across Japan,” Will Ferguson writes about hitchhiking from the southern tip of Kyushu to the northern tip of Hokkaido …

Writing Assignment Grading Form
Overall Grade: _____________

	Grading Criteria


	Score out of 10
	Comments

	Paragraph Structure: Enough details and examples to clearly explain your ideas


	
	

	Rhetorical Structure: Understanding of style of the type of essay assigned


	
	

	Language: Ability to use transitions and correct vocabulary for the type of essay assigned. 


	
	

	Mechanics: Correct use of grammar and sentence structures


	
	


Other comments or suggestions
