AD1 & 2 Writing Spring 2011

Journal topics

Use the topics below for your weekly journals. You can also write about your own topics.

· The media not only transmit information and culture, they also decide what information is important. In that way, they help to shape culture and values. Do newspapers, magazines, television, radio, movies, the Internet, and other media determine what is important to most people? 

· We must begin to ask ourselves whether educators should help students address the critical moral choices and social issues of our time. Schools have responsibilities beyond training people for jobs and getting students into college.  Should schools help students understand moral choices and social issues? 

· It has recently been announced that a new restaurant may be built

in your neighborhood. Do you support or oppose this plan? Why? If you support the plan, what kind of restaurant would you like it to be?
Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.

· Choose one of the following transportation vehicles and explain why

you think it has changed people’s lives.

• automobiles

• bicycles

• airplanes

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

· Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? With the help of

technology, students nowadays can learn more information and learn it

more quickly. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

· People work because they need money to live. What are some other

reasons that people work? Discuss one or more of these reasons. Use

specific examples and details to support your answer.
· "That which we obtain too easily, we esteem too lightly. It is dearness only which gives everything its value." (Thomas Paine ) Do we value only what we struggle for?

· “A man should never be ashamed to own he has been in the wrong, which is but saying, in other words, that he is wiser today than he was yesterday.” (Alexander Pope) Do we learn more from finding out that we have made mistakes or from our successful actions? 

· Describe a custom from your country that you would like people

from other countries to adopt. Explain your choice, using specific

reasons and examples.

· People have different ways of escaping the stress and difficulties of

modern life. Some read; some exercise; others work in their

gardens. What do you think are the best ways of reducing stress?

Use specific details and examples in your answer.

· If you were asked to send one thing representing your country to

an international exhibition, what would you choose? Why? Use

specific reasons and details to explain your choice.

· Schools should ask students to evaluate their teachers. Do you agree

or disagree? Use specific reasons and examples to support your

answer.

· Some people believe that a college or university education should be

available to all students. Others believe that higher education should be

available only to good students. Discuss these views. Which view do you

agree with? Explain why.

· Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Children

should be required to help with household tasks as soon as they are

able to do so. Use specific reasons and examples to support your

answer.

· What do you consider to be the most important room in a house? Why is

this room more important to you than any other room? Use specific

reasons and examples to support your opinion.

· Some people believe that students should be given one long vacation each year. Others believe that students should have several short vacations throughout the year. Which viewpoint do you agree with? Use specific reasons and examples to support your choice.

· Plants can provide food, shelter, clothing, or medicine. What is one kind of

plant that is important to you or the people in your country? Use specific

reasons and details to explain your choice.

· Is the ability to read and write more important today than in the past?

Why or why not? Use specific reasons and examples to support your

answer.

· Imagine that you are preparing for a trip. You plan to be away from your

home for a year. In addition to clothing and personal care items, you can

take one additional thing. What would you take and why? Use specific

reasons and details to support your choice.
· There is usually a kernel of truth in the words Oscar Wilde puts in the mouth of his most outrageous characters – they wouldn’t be funny otherwise. One such gem that is worth pondering is: The only thing to do with good advice is to pass it on. It is never of any use to oneself. Is it true that when we most need advice we are least willing to listen to it? Or is good advice always welcome? 
· Some people say you should be content with what you have and accept who you are, but it is possible that too much self-acceptance can turn into self-satisfied lack of ambition. Other people feel you should always strive to improve themselves and to have more in their lives — friends, things, opportunities. Is it best for people to accept who they are and what they have, or should people always strive to better themselves?
· So-called common sense determines what people should wear, whom they should respect, which rules they should follow, and what kind of lives they should lead. Common sense is considered obvious and natural, but people’s common sense decisions may turn out to be wrong. Can common sense be trusted and accepted, or should it be questioned?
· Knowledge is power. In agriculture, medicine, and industry, for example, knowledge has liberated us from hunger, disease, and tedious labor. Today, however, our knowledge has become so powerful that it is beyond our control. We know how to do many things, but we do not know where, when, or even whether this know-how should be used. Can knowledge be a burden rather than a benefit?
· Many people believe that our government should do more to solve our problems. After all, how can one individual create more jobs or make roads safer or improve our schools or help to provide any of the other benefits that we have come to enjoy? And yet expecting that the government —rather than individuals — should always come up with the solutions to society’s ills may have made us less self-reliant. Should people take more responsibility for solving problems that affect their communities or the nation in general?
· Traditionally the term “heroism” has been applied to those who have braved physical danger to defend a cause or to protect others. But one of the most feared dangers people face is that of disapproval by their family, peers, or community. Sometimes acting courageously requires someone to speak out at the risk of such rejection. We should consider those who do so true heroes.
Should heroes be defined as people who say what they think when we ourselves lack the courage to say it?

