AD1 Writing Spring 2008
Module 1: Responding to Texts

2 Parts of a response paper

· Summary

· Response

What is a summary? 

http://writing.colostate.edu/guides/teaching/summaryresponse/summary.cfm
A summary should represent the author’s ideas in a concise manner, stating or paraphrasing only the main ideas, with a few general details if needed, to make the meaning clear. The summary should not include the writer’s ideas or interpretations. For our purposes, you will write a 5 sentence summary.
Types of summaries

· Main Point Summary
The main point summary is typically used to introduce the source and to place the source into the context of the overall discussion or argument about an issue.
A main point summary gives the most important point or “facts” of the text. It should identify the title, author, and main point or argument of the source. The main point summary should use author tags to make it clear which ideas are from the text instead of from the author.

In her article… Mrs. Smith…
Ms. Smith notes/explains/argues/says/suggests/asks…in …
This summary may use a short quotation from the text if it represents the main point in the text. 

· Key Point Summary
The key point summary is used when the writer needs to fully explain the author’s idea to the reader. This type of summary is often used when responding to an agree/disagree essay prompt or question. There may be some ideas which the writer agrees with and some that he/she disagrees with.
The key point summary includes the same features as the main point summary as well as the reasons the author uses to support the text’s main points. In other words, it is a full accounting of the author’s ideas. It can use direct quotes or keywords, phrases, or sentences from the text.
· Outline Summary
The outline summary is effective when analyzing an argument or when evaluating the logic of an argument. It includes the main points in the text in the same order they appear in the original text.

What is a response?

A response is an argument about something in the text you have summarized. You can argue about the logic the author uses to create his or her opinion on an issue, the reasons certain images or words are used in a literary text, or why you agree or disagree with a certain position on an issue.
The goal of a response is to take a risk by keeping an open mind about the text or issue, and acknowledging the incomplete nature of our perspective as we analyze the nature of the perspective we are responding to.

Types of responses

· Agree/Disagree Response

In this type of response, the writer must express his or her opinion and show why and how he or she came up with the response put forth. The response can agree with the argument, disagree with the argument, or be a combination of agree and disagree, but the writer must support his or her opinion with details, evidence, examples, or facts to make the response strong and believable for the reader.

· Interpretive/Reflective Response
In this response essay, the writer explains or explores a key passage or idea from the text. The writer uses their response to consider how the author’s ideas can be interpreted or applied by other readers or even how they might be misunderstood.
· Analytic Response
An analytic response focuses on key elements of the text, such as purpose, audience, thesis and main ideas, the argument, organization, focus, or the evidence used to support the argument. For example, how clear is the main idea? Do the examples support the main ideas well? It the argument organized in a logical way? The response might focus on ways the author can make his or her argument stronger or clearer, or how she can make specific elements stronger or more effective.
How to begin responding to a text
The key to making an effective response is to read the text critically. Take an active role in reading the text, ask questions of it as you read, and think about how the text answers your questions or not. 

· Preview the text

Think about what you already know about the topic

Look at the overall layout of the text and make some generalizations about it

Find some information about the author so you have an idea which angle the author will approach the issue from

· Use Prediction
Based on your knowledge of the topic/author, what you think the text will address?

Make guesses at the contents of the material will help you analyze the argument or topic even if your guesses are wrong because you will challenge your own assumptions about the topic and gain some new knowledge.

· Mark the text and take notes as you read

After you read the text once, read it again and mark places where you find key words, arguments or explanations, ideas you are not sure about, answers to your questions about the text, etc. This will help you interact with the text and focus your initial thought and feelings about it when it comes time to start preparing your response.

· Summarize the text
· Refer to the assignment to find out what type of response you are being asked to give. If you cannot understand what you are being asked to do with the text, ask your instructor!
Ideas for finding and Developing a Critical Stance

· Think back to the summarization process. Were there any points you didn’t understand in the text? Are all of the connections clear and reasonable? Do all of the parts fit logically together? Is the evidence or support sufficient?
· If your text reveals weaknesses

Is there a misrepresented or underrepresented side that you know about?

Are there faults in the logic?

If you find weaknesses in the text, you may have found your critical stance.

· If your tests concur with the text

By agreeing with the text, you will have still looked closely at the text and you will be able to describe what is there and why it works.
Other ideas for developing a critical stance
· Think of a different side than the text’s position on the issue and try to reflect on how the other side is significant or differs from the side presented in the text.
· Ask yourself how the text contributes to the general body of knowledge on the topic and how it differs or appears the same as similar texts on the topic.

· Read the text for tone or audience and think about how it communicates subtle cues.

· Read the text for structural clues and overall intent. Does the text report, explain, reflect, or persuade? Is it effective? Why did the author choose to write the text in the manner he or she did? How does that affect the overall argument?
